
Westford Stormwater Bylaw Summaries 

Discharges to Municipal Storm Drain System Bylaw: 

 The Westford Discharges to the Municipal Storm Drain System Bylaw aims to regulate 

illegal discharges and connections to the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4). The 

Board of Health is the responsible authority for this bylaw which applies to all flows entering the 

MS4. This bylaw prohibits illicit discharges, illicit connections, and obstructions to the 

Municipal Storm Drain System.  Silt and sediment are considered pollutants under this bylaw 

which helps regulate projects of less than one acre.  

Stormwater Management Bylaw: 

 The goal of the Westford Stormwater Management Bylaw is to regulate stormwater 

runoff from newly developed and redeveloped sites on any subdivision which requires a 

definitive plan, on any land disturbance greater than one acre or part of plan greater than one 

acre, and on any ANR (Approval Not Required) lots meeting at least one of these criteria. The 

Stormwater Authority is the Westford Planning Board and they are in charge of enforcing this 

bylaw and developing its rules and regulations.  

Rules & Regulations for Stormwater Management: 

 The Westford Rules & Regulations for Stormwater Management are established by the 

Planning Board to protect the public and the environment. These regulations set up minimum 

requirements to control the negative impacts of a decrease in groundwater recharge, of 

stormwater runoff from construction and post-development sites, and of new development and 

redevelopment non-point source pollution. This bylaw also lays out the criteria for obtaining a 

Stormwater Management Permit which must include a calculation of impervious area and a 

record of all structural Best Management Practices. The design criteria laid out by the 

performance standards in this bylaw include criteria for sensitive areas such as coldwater 

fisheries and discharges to water-quality impaired waters; hydrologic design criteria (such as 

water velocity limits and detention time); and having a design which includes the allowance for 

natural groundwater recharge, the minimization of water used for irrigation, and the elimination 

of invasive species. To meet the performance standards of this bylaw, site designs must comply 

with the standards set forth by the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protections’ 

Stormwater Management Standards and Handbook. These regulations also contain information 

about construction and erosion control inspections. 

 

Zoning Bylaw: 



 The Zoning Bylaw of the Town of Westford is designed to regulate zoning for purposes 

including ensuring adequate supply of drainage, water, sewerage, and open space as well as 

averting pollution of the environment. It requires that for any change which would make a lot 

15% (or more than 2,500sq. ft) impervious “a system for groundwater recharge must be provided 

that does not degrade groundwater quality”. This bylaw includes the stormwater management 

requirements needed in order to receive a special permit for a Senior Residential Multifamily 

Development, an Assisted Living Facility, and a Major Commercial or Retail project. One of the 

requirements for site plan approval by the Planning Board laid out in this bylaw is that any new 

construction or alteration to a site must include provisions for stormwater drainage as laid out in 

the Subdivision Rules and Regulations. The design of these new lot changes should aim to 

“minimize the volume of cut and fill, the number of removed trees 6" caliper or larger, the length 

of removed stone walls, the area of wetland vegetation displaced, the extent of stormwater flow 

increase from the site, soil erosion, and threat of air and water pollution”. 

Zoning Regulations: 

The purpose of the Westford Zoning Regulations is to promote growth and development while 

protecting resources. Section 3.7 of these regulations focuses on Westford’s Water Resources 

Overlay District which seeks to ensure the quality of “water related resources” for the purpose of 

conservation, use, and consumption through the minimization of developments’ negative 

impacts. Relevant regulations include the requirement that subdivisions bordering the Overlay 

District must implement a stormwater management plan and that parking areas may be required 

to have permeable surfaces or be relocated to limit runoff. 

Non-Zoning Wetlands Bylaw: 

The Westford Non-Zoning Wetlands Bylaw works to protect wetlands in Westford (not 

including retention/detention ponds created as part of a stormwater management system) as well 

as associated water resources and neighboring land areas which could affect the wetlands 

“including but not limited to the following: public or private water supply, groundwater 

protection, flood control, erosion and sedimentation control, storm damage prevention, water 

pollution prevention, fisheries, shellfish and wildlife habitat and recreation and aquaculture 

values”. The Conservation Commission is responsible for the administration of this bylaw which 

limits activity in the buffer zone (within 100 feet of wetland area) and contains information on 

permits, fees, exceptions, prohibited activities and uses, notice and hearings, definitions, rules 

and regulations, and enforcement. 

 

 

Wetlands Rules and Regulations: 



 The goal of the Westford Wetlands Rules and Regulations is to support Westford’s 

Wetlands Protection Bylaw. These regulations are set up by the Conservation Commission and 

lay out application procedures, details to be included in plans, how to get a certificate of 

compliance, and information about emergency projects under the Wetlands bylaw.  

Subdivision Rules and Regulations: 

 The Westford Subdivision Rules and Regulations aim to regulate the construction and 

lay-out of subdivisions. One of the utilities required on a subdivision is stormwater drainage 

which should be recharged to the maximum extent possible, preferably using the current 

guidelines of the Department of Environmental Protection. Sites with over an acre of disturbed 

area or which require the submission of a NPDES Stormwater Permit to the EPA must submit all 

plans and approved permits to the Town Engineer. This bylaw includes criteria for catch basins, 

open drainage systems, surface water drainage systems, detention and retention basins, and 

stormwater runoff in street gutters. In the case of water (a stream, channel, drainageway, or 

watercourse) crossing a subdivision, the planning board may require a stormwater easement or 

drainage right-of-way.  

 


